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Organized Vocabulary: 
Augmentative-Alternative Communication Final Exam 

(1.5 CE Hours)

 1.  ASHA’s website lists six points supporting the 
need for SNUG in AAC systems, including: 
________.

  a.  The vast majority of the sentences we use in our 
daily communication are repeated 

  b.  Statements by people who rely on AAC clearly 
indicate that they do not find pre-stored sentences 
useful for most of what they want to say. 

  c.  In an Australian research project, Sue Balandin 
and Teresa Iacono asked speech-language 
pathologists to predict the topics that would be 
useful to employees in a sheltered workshop 
during breaks. The success rate was 25-30%. 

  d.  In normal language development, young children 
begin to speak using full sentences

 2.  Access to the words with which to communicate 
is important, and ________ is key to that access. 

  a. Navigation
  b. The effective use of pre-stored sentences
  c. The spontaneous use of quick whole messages
  d. Change

 3.  ________ depend upon the AAC user being literate. 
  a. Standardized symbol sets
  b. Single meaning pictures
  c. Semantic compaction symbols
  d. Alphabetic systems

 4.  Learning through motor patterns has been 
identified as ________ with most AAC users.

  a. Optional
  b. Irrelevant
  c. Permissible
  d. Important

 5.  Categorical and activity-based systems, where 
vocabulary is organized into pages by category 
or topic, ________. 

  a. Are no longer widely in use
  b.  Can work when the interaction is very 

predictable
  c.  Are helpful when the user is trying to share his 

own thoughts and ideas
  d.  Allow users to swiftly move beyond labeling and 

requesting

 6.   Research tells us that there are two types of 
vocabulary: core and fringe. Core vocabulary 
________.

  a. Contains largely nouns
  b.  Is less applicable and may be used only in some 

contexts
  c.  Is comprised of high frequency words that are 

multi-purpose and versatile, and is independent 
of cognitive ability

  d.  Contains a very large number of words with 
limited applicability

 7.  Some of the beginning core words are: ________.
  a. Stop, more, mine, that
  b. Mom, Dad, baby, cat, dog
  c. Apple, banana, pear, orange
  d. Please, thank you, excuse me

 8.  Research has shown that there is a core group of 
words that we use most frequently. For toddlers, 
this is a group of 25 words, reported by Benajee, 
DiCarlo, Striklin (2003), to represent ________ of 
their utterances

  a. 45%
  b. 72.8%
  c. 87%
  d. 96.3%

 9.  In the Modified Fitzgerald Key, ________.
  a. White = conjunctions 
  b. Purple = nouns
  c. Blue = adverbs
  d. Pink = verbs

 10.   A core vocabulary system should include core 
vocabulary boards or pages, as well as ________.

  a.  Extended vocabulary (fringe) displays and 
activity-based displays

  b. Pages for cues or repairs
  c. Both a. and b.
  d. Neither a. nor b.
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 11.   ________ is the most important factor 
determining the selection, organization, and 
placement of vocabulary on PODDs. 

  a. Semantic category
  b. Efficiency of communication
  c. Communicative function
  d. Typical patterns of conversational discourse

 12.  PODD organization and navigation conventions 
are designed to reduce the memory load needed 
to find vocabulary by maximizing ________. 

  a. Patterns
  b. Movement
  c. Information
  d. Understanding

 13.  In contrast to the arrangement of standard 
communication books, which include only 
directly associated words for the topic on a 
page, PODD book pages include ________ in all 
sections of the communication book.

  a. Topic-specific pages
  b. Core and fringe vocabulary
  c. Grammatical categories
  d. Predictably associated vocabulary

 14.   When creating a PODD page set on a high tech 
device, a few differences should be considered. 
For example: ________.

  a.  The size and shape of a device screen is 
different from the paper book, necessitating 
organizational adjustments

  b.  There is a Group PODD designed for use in 
group situations

  c.  The device needs to be programmed before the 
navigation conventions can be determined

  d.  The device removes incorrect pieces of the 
message without additional movement through 
the system

 15.  Rather than minimizing the number of 
symbols on a page and thus either limiting the 
vocabulary or creating greater need to navigate 
to find vocabulary, ________ should be used. 

  a. Intervention
  b. Scanning
  c. Masking
  d. Reprogramming


