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Augmentative-Alternative Communication: 
An Introduction (2 CE Hours) 

Final Exam
 1. ASHA’s definition of AAC: ________.
  a.  Does not include facial expressions; gestures; an 

alphabet, words or picture board; a computer; 
and other similar systems

  b.  Refers to select methods that make 
communication easier or possible

  c.  Refers to communication approaches that 
augment speech or serve as an alternative

  d. All of the above

 2.   Symbols are said to be ________ when what they 
represent is obvious to any communication 
partner either immediately or with an initial 
explanation. 

  a. Opaque
  b. Transparent
  c. Abstract
  d. Lexical

 3.  The myth: “AAC is only for individuals who are 
completely nonverbal.” A rebuttal: ________.

  a.  If speech is not functional to meet all of the 
individual’s communication needs, AAC should 
be considered. 

  b.  An individual whose family and care staff can 
understand him does not need access to AAC. 

  c.  An individual who perseverates on a given 
utterance is able to gain his partner’s attention.

  d.  Students who have some speech skills should 
focus only on building their verbal skills. 

 4.  The myth: “Use of AAC will stifle the child’s 
potential verbal skills and/or serve as a ‘crutch’ 
upon which the child will become reliant.” A 
rebuttal: ________.

  a.  Without an appropriate way to communicate 
genuine messages, individuals work harder to 
learn to speak.

  b.  A review of research undertaken in 2003 
showed that, as a result of AAC intervention, 
11% of children showed no change and 89% 
demonstrated gains in speech.

  c.  Evidence suggests that access to AAC has no 
impact on speech development.

  d.  Use of AAC adds to the physical and social/
emotional demands of speech.

 5.  The myth: “Children need to have a set of 
prerequisite skills in order to qualify for or 
benefit from AAC.” A rebuttal: ________.

  a.  There is a hierarchy of AAC systems that each 
individual needs to move through.

  b.  This outlook increases the type of supports 
provided and the extent to which language may 
be developed.

  c.  Research shows that very young children can 
learn to use signs and symbols before they learn 
to talk. 

  d.  Stability of vocabulary is detrimental: finding 
the words in the same location every time they 
use the system increases the cognitive load of 
creating a message. 

 6.   The myth: “Individuals with severe disabilities 
– particularly intellectual disabilities – are too 
cognitively impaired to use AAC.” A rebuttal: 
________.

  a.  Research and observation consistently indicate 
that there is benefit to denying access to AAC to 
individuals with significant disabilities.

  b.  A specific level of cognition or skills needs to be 
reached before language develops.

  c.  The relationship between cognition and 
language is linear: one of cause and effect.

  d.  We must proceed with the notion of the “least 
dangerous assumption.”

 7.  The myth: “Providing access to an AAC 
system will obviate the user’s communication 
difficulties.” A rebuttal: ________.

  a.  No matter how complete or robust, an AAC 
system, in and of itself, does not benefit the 
individual. 

  b.  The success of the AAC system is solely 
dependent upon the individual’s skills and 
cognitive abilities.

  c.  The low expectations of a communication 
partner do not impact the AAC user.

  d.  Direct, specific, and structured intervention and 
opportunities need not be provided.

 8.  ASHA and the Joint Commission for Persons 
with Disabilities have a “________” criterion, 
and consider not whether an individual is 
eligible for services, but rather where along the 
continuum they are currently operating as a 
starting point. 

  a. Causal relationship
  b. Diagnostic category
  c. Skills
  d. Zero exclusion
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 9.  Per Beukelman and Mirenda, the “…ultimate 
goal of an AAC intervention is ________.”

  a.  To find a technological solution to the 
communication problem

  b.  To enable the individual to efficiently and 
effectively engage in a variety of interactions

  c. To provide a repair strategy
  d. To promote speech production

 10.  All AAC users require communication partners 
who ________.

  a.  Provide opportunities for them to communicate
  b.  Move their AAC systems along a no tech to high 

tech continuum on an on-going basis
  c. Require them to self-motivate
  d. All of the above

 11.  Ultimately, the most effective communication is 
achieved through ________.

  a.  A high tech AAC system
  b.  A voice output communication assistant 

(VOCA)
  c.  Spontaneous novel utterance generation (SNUG)
  d.  Auditory feedback

 12.  The gestures and communicative body actions 
of the nonverbal individual ________.

  a.  Should be extinguished or ignored in favor of 
more appropriate communication

  b.  Are disruptive or destructive
  c.  Are valuable communication tools
  d.  Should be replaced by more formal symbolic 

communication

 13.  PODD books begin by establishing a variety of 
communicative intents through use of ________ 
that signal intent or purpose.

  a. Pragmatic branch starters
  b. Core vocabulary words
  c. Pictures or symbols
  d. Velcro strips

 14.   ________ teaches commenting, using the carrier 
phrase “I see…”

  a. Use of object boards
  b. A phrase-based book
  c. A low tech AAC system
  d. Phase 6 of PECS intervention

 15.  A ________ holds multiple versions of the same 
messages, so that they appear fresh each time, 
preventing the user from sounding stiff and 
repetitive.

  a. Sequencer button
  b. Randomizer button
  c. BIGmack/LITTLEmack
  d. Hip Talker

 16. Static display devices ________.
  a. Are not useful for choice making
  b.  Usually make sense as a primary piece of the 

AAC system
  c.  Often have no room for off-topic messages and 

clarifications
  d.  Typically provide enough vocabulary to meet 

many communication needs

 17.  Color coding in AAC systems ________.
  a.  Should be different in a user’s communication 

book and on his device
  b.  Provides an additional visual cue to aid the user 

and facilitator with vocabulary organizing and 
locating

  c. Makes symbols more difficult to locate
  d.  Should be based solely on the Goossens, Crain 

and Elder color coding system

 18.  Language Acquisition through Motor Planning 
(LAMP) is a therapeutic approach based on 
________.

  a. Dynamic display devices
  b. A standard computer or tablet
  c. Word Power software
  d. Neurological and motor learning principles

 19.  Issues that accompany the use of iOS 
technology for AAC include ________.

  a. The devices’ multi-functionality
  b. The devices’ relatively low cost
  c. Ease of access to the devices
  d. Bypassing the funding process

 20.  ________ is a robust dynamic display app that 
offers preprogrammed choices for a range of 
users.   

  a. TouchChat, from Saltillo/SilverKite
  b. Proloquo2Go, from Assistiveware
  c. Talk To Me 100, from SidSpeak
  d. Sounding Board, from AbleNet


