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AUGMENTATIVE-ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION: 
ASSESSMENTS

What Are We Looking For and How Do We Find It? 
Final Exam (2 CE HOURS)

 1.  Dietz, et al (2012) studied a group of SLPs with 
differing levels of experience in AAC evaluation. 
They found: ________.

  a.  SLPs with more general practice experience 
approached the assessments in a holistic fashion

  b.  SLPs with more AAC experience (either in 
practice or research) approached the assessments 
in a linear fashion

  c.  The general practitioner SLPs were more 
focused on individualizing the communication 
experience

  d.  The more clinical and research-based SLPs with 
AAC experience tended to look more at the 
individual’s overall communication skills and 
needs

 2.   The ________ looks at the individual’s 
functioning in relationship to the environment 
and its activities within which he must 
function or participate.

  a. Testing session approach
  b. Ecological approach
  c. Decontextualized approach
  d. Referral approach

 3.  The SETT framework asks team members/
assessors to determine information about the: 
________.

  a. Student, Environment, Tasks, Tools
  b. Student, Environment, Technology, Team
  c. Subject, Education, Tasks, Team
  d. Subject, Environment, Topics, Team

 4.  When gathering background information 
prior to an assessment, questions like “Can 
this individual read and/or write/type? At 
what level?” help to determine the status of an 
individual’s ________.

  a. Language skills
  b. Preferences
  c. Communication skills
  d. Literacy skills

 5.  ________ is also an inventory, and provides for 
gathering information about the individual’s 
sensory-motor, attentiveness, receptive and 
expressive language skills, pragmatic/social 
language skills, speech and voice, oral-motor, 
fluency, and non-oral skills. 

  a.  The Communication Supports Inventory – 
Children and Youth by Charity Rowland and 
Melanie Fried-Oken

  b.  The Communication Matrix, by Charity 
Rowland

  c.  The Functional Communication Profile, 
published by Pro-Ed/LinguiSystems

  d.  The Test of Aided-Communication Symbol 
Performance (TASP), published by Mayer-
Johnson and developed by Joan Bruno

 6.  The clinician(s) should sit with the individual 
and offer a variety of topics or activities, as well 
as have available ________.

  a. A variety of communication displays
  b. A variety of partners
  c. A variety of distractors
  d. A variety of profiles

 7.  If it is known or suspected that an individual 
has ________ (which are often found in 
individuals with cerebral palsy and, 
increasingly, in individuals with autism), 
displays will need to be prepared that address 
these specific needs. This can include making 
assessment pages with larger symbols and 
utilizing color contrast, including use of specific 
colors or the high contrast symbols offered by 
Mayer-Johnson’s PCS.

  a. Fine motor impairments
  b. Visual acuity issues
  c. Difficulty vocalizing
  d. Cortical vision issues

 8.  Symbols that have ________ are those whose 
meaning may not be immediately recognized, 
but which make sense once explained. 

  a. Color contrast
  b. Less transparency
  c. Multiple meanings
  d. A hierarchy
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 9.  One of the biggest advantages of color cues 
– especially during ALgS and modeling – is 
that they remind the communication partners 
talking with the AAC user to pay attention 
________.

  a. To the symbol array size
  b. To the kinds of choices they are offering
  c. To the number of symbols per page
  d. To the student

 10.  ________ include the head mouse, head tracker, 
joystick, and mouse emulators.

  a. Low tech AAC devices
  b. Larger displays
  c. Alternate access modes
  d. Dynamic display systems

 11.  An individual can be ________ (in charge of 
creating his communication messages where 
and to whom he wants, with few restrictions on 
what he can say) without being ________ (able to 
say something without assistance).

  a. Autonomous / Independent
  b. Intentional / Comprehensible
  c. Independent / Autonomous
  d. Independent / Comprehensible

 12.  ________ vocabulary boards and books focus 
on providing students with those words that 
research has shown to be the most-used to 
generate language responses.

  a. Pragmatic
  b. Core
  c. Fringe
  d. Contextual

 13.  The communication requirements in a 
school are significantly different from other 
environments: ________.

  a.  Often answering questions in class requires 
understanding and using contextualized 
language

  b.  Teachers, partners, and caregivers ask for similar 
kinds of responses

  c.  There is often more social language needed and 
less emphasis on responding

  d.  Working in classroom groups requires mediation 
and self-advocacy skills, in addition to the 
specific language skills of the lesson.

 14.  The ________, a concept introduced by Lev 
Vygotsky in the 1930s, is the difference between 
what an individual can do without help and 
what he can do with support. 

  a. Zone of proximal development
  b. Window of opportunity
  c. Psychology of play
  d. Pragmatic branch starter

 15.  Often students and adults with developmental 
disabilities come to AAC assessments having 
been given only the tools to ________.

  a. Direct others’ actions
  b. Ask and respond
  c. Comment and protest
  d. Make choices or requests

 16.  It is difficult for many SLPs to make ________ 
available for assessments.

  a.  Paper-based displays including PODD 
communication books

  b. Core vocabulary books and displays
  c. An array of dynamic display technology
  d.  Different types of switches and alternate access 

technology

 17.  ________ makes some free apps that can be 
useful in assessment, particularly with users 
who have had stroke or brain injury, or who 
have developmental delay. 

  a. Prentke Romich
  b. Lingraphica
  c. Dynavox
  d. Tobii

 18.  A few options are available for text-to-speech 
users of AAC, and a variety of apps are currently 
on-line. The simplest is ________.

  a. Keedogo Plus
  b. GoTalk Now
  c. The iMEAN keyboard
  d. Sono Flex

 19.  In looking at customization in apps, ________ 
allows the user to change button sizes as 
grid size changes. Background, button and 
button border, and text color can all change 
independently. There are many array sizes.

  a. Proloquo2Go
  b. Sono Flex
  c. TapSpeak Choice
  d. Dexteria

 20.  Decision making is ideally the result of a 
meeting between ________.

  a. The individual and his communication partner
  b. The caregivers and the clinician
  c. The school district and the parents
  d. All members of the individual’s support team 


